
A couple of weeks ago I spoke on the passage in Ezekiel 34 how shepherds and leaders need to be willing to 

follow God no matter where He leads, making tough decisions as we follow after God.  I want you to know that 

it is my desire to follow hard after God as He leads me into a deeper relationship with Him.  And as I fall deeper 

in love with Him, I want to open up my life so that others can see God’s love through me.  My passion is to help 

others drink deeply of Christ and allow His love to flow through them.  

 

The past three years I have had the privilege to come along side of you to watch God work in the lives and 

hearts of the students in this ministry. It has been a privilege for Nicole and me to be a part of The Open Door 

Church family.  Yet the past few months my heart has been unsettled.  God has been stirring my heart, 

challenging me to follow His lead, challenging me to step into a deeper relationship with Him, and I have made 

a tough decision. I am resigning from my position as The Director of Student Ministries.  On January 15th, 

Nicole, myself and our future little, one will be moving to York, Pa where we will be serving Pathway 

Community Church, as the YOUTH and YOUNG ADULT PASTOR.  I will be working in a community that 

has 12 public schools, numerous private schools and several colleges, including York College.     

 

I assure you that this decision has been a tough one as we dearly love and care for each one of you.  Our leaders 

and students mean so much to us.  The fact that we are expecting a baby has made this decision even harder. 

 Nicole and I thank you for the love and support that you have shown to us, and our little one to be. We hope 

that a move will not stop us entirely from investing into each others lives.  We hope to come back and visit from 

time to time. We will continue to talk to students and leaders as they have our phone numbers and our websites. 

 I hope to not only update my blog with my thoughts but I plan to add any messages that I speak.     

 

This is an emotional time for Nicole, myself and the student ministry as we have seen God do some great 

things. We have seen many students hearts and lives changed by God. For the past three years when you 

thought about the student ministry many of you thought about me.  But the truth is the leadership team is who 

you should have been thinking about.  This year our Wednesday Night small group ministry has grown 

significantly.   There have been over 120 different students in our Small Groups. These students don't come just 

to spend time with me. They don't come just to hear me speak.  These students come because they have leaders 

and a small group of students who care about them.   The leaders and their small groups are bringing students 

in, they build them up, and we pray they will be sent out.  The leaders are doing the work of the ministry.   They 

are the ones who many of the students go to when they need someone to talk to. Once a month we have an 

outreach called ChillsPort.  In November we had our largest ChillsPort of the year planned and run by the 

leadership team.  And for the past two months this same team has been working on The Student Ministry 

Winter Retreat, which will happen after my departure.   Because of the Leadership in the Student Ministry I feel 

confident in saying that the best days of The Student Ministry are ahead.   These leaders are falling deeper in 

love with God and His love is flowing through them to touch the hearts and lives of these students.    

 

We are sad to be leaving, but with the Student Ministry Leadership team working along side of Pastor Mike, we 

believe that the student ministry will continue to run smoothly.  Please pray for our students, Small group 

leaders, and Sunday School teachers.    Pray that they will continue to reach students for Christ.   Pray that they 

will continue to fall deeper in love with God. Pray that students and leaders will continue to be sent out to 

impact our World for Jesus Christ.    

 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve along side of you.  We love you.       
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